
king chango
the most streamed Luaka Bop artist of all time.

You say you like it RAW? You think you know what the New 
World Order is all about? Well you’ll wanna grab a seat ringside 
when New York’s Latin alternative ambassadors, King Changó, 
spice up the rock ‘n’ wrestling connection with The Return 
of El Santo! Led by irrepressible frontman Andrés Blanco, King 
Changó step into the ring in tribute to Mexico’s wrestling 
superstar, the masked warrior known as El Santo, with their 
first album in three years—and a sound so energetic and 
fresh we don’t need no stinkin’ chihuahua dog to sell it.

From their birth on New York City’s mean streets, King Changó 
quickly established themselves at the top of Latin rock’s 
international heap with their 1996 Luaka Bop debut, King Changó. 
Their mix of hard-charging ska, Latin rhythm, and roots reggae 
converted virgin audiences into true believers from Venezuela 
to Mexico, Spain, and Japan; “Melting Pot” the single and video 
off of their first album saw regular rotation on MTV Latino and M2.
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In the early 90’s, David Byrne was at SOB’s to see the legendary Mexican group Café Tacuba. 
The opener was an unknown NYC band that went by King Changó. David came back from the 
show raving about an incredible, vivacious singer who climbed all over the speakers and 
leapt around the stage. He thought it was one of the best performances he’d ever seen and 
that Luaka Bop should sign them. We did. King Changó was the first Latin rock band signed 
to an American label, and their singer, Andrés ‘Blanquito Man’ Blanco, was indeed a force 
of nature. We released two King Changó albums, featuring members who went on to start 
playing in bands such as the Dap Kings and Antibalas. Blanquito Man unfortunately passed 
away in 2017 after a long battle with liver cancer. Luaka Bop is releasing these albums on 
vinyl for the first time as a tribute to him, and in gratitude of King Changó’s die-hard fans.
This is what we had to say about King Changó 20 years ago, when these records were first released:


